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MONTANA MAN SENTENCED FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF
CHILDREN AND RECEIPT AND POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

BILLINGS — Kenneth Edward Threadgill, a 53-year-old resident of Great Falls, was
sentenced today to aterm of 1,020 months (85 years) in federa prison in connection with hisguilty
pleato sexual exploitation of children and receipt and possession of child pornography. Threadgill
was also ordered to pay a specia assessment of $800, was ordered to forfeit his computers and
cameras and will be under supervision for life.

In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would have proved
at trial the following:

The Wyoming Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force (ICAC) initiated an operation
targeting peer-to-peer file sharing networks offering child pornography. In November of 2006, a
computer utilizing an 1P address used by Threadgill had images of child pornography available to
other peer-to-peer users.

AgentswiththeU.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement followed up onthisinformation
and Threadgill consented to a search of his persona computers. A scan of these computers showed
the presence of images of child pornography and a search warrant was executed at Threadgill’s
residencein Great Falls. Pursuant to the search warrant, additional computer equipment and storage
devices were recovered, along with digital camera equipment, avideo camera and video tapes.

The video tapes were of ayoung girl victim (d/o/b 1992) on camping trips with Threadgill.
The video shows the girl nude and engaged in sexually explicit conduct. Threadgill’s vehicleis
shown in the video. Testimony would have established that Threadgill produced these videos and
that he had custody and control of the minor victim at thetimethe videosweremade. Digital images
found on Threadgill’ s computers show Threadgill with the same victim while both are nude. The
pictures were apparently taken of their reflection in amirror.

A forensic analysis of Threadgill’s computer equipment reveal ed more than 600 images of
child pornography. Theimagesinclude children clearly under the age of twel veengaged in sexually
explicit conduct including images of penetration. Threadgill used his computersto gain access to
the Internet and download these images.

Images discovered also showed a prepubescent victim (d/o/b 2005) that Threadgill had
photographed while he was babysitting her for afriend. The childisshown on aquilt that has been



identified as being on Threadgill’ s bed and which was taken as evidence during the search. The
child is nude in the image.

Images discovered al so show another prepubescent victim (d/o/b 2003) inimageswhere she
isphotographed in the nude along with the older video taped victim. Testimony would establish that
these children were al in Threadgill’ s custody and control at the time the images were produced.

Evidence would have shown that Threadgill used the Internet to receive images of child
pornography. It would have aso established that his computers, the digital cameras used for still
images, and the video camera used to produce the video tapes were all manufactured outside of
Montana.

Inresponsetotoday’ ssentencing, U.S. Attorney Mercer stated that, “ The crimes committed
by the defendant in this casewerereprehensible. Theinvestigation and prosecutioninthiscasewere
all made possibleby the cooperative efforts of the Wyoming Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force(ICAC), theU.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and theU.S. Attorney’ sOffice. The
results in this case underscore how dedicated federal, state, and local law enforcement work to
ensure that anyone who sexually exploits children are caught, prosecuted, and punished.”

"Child pornography isthe permanent record of achild being sexually exploited,” said Jeffrey
Copp, Special Agent in Charge of the | CE Office of Investigationsin Denver. “These children are
continually victimized every timethoseimages aretransmitted, downloaded, shared or viewed. ICE
will continue to work closely with the U.S. Attorney's Office to protect young people in the
community from those who attempt to sexually exploit them.” Copp oversees a four-state area
which includes: Montana, Colorado, Utah and Wyoming.

The investigation was a cooperative efffort between the Wyoming Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force (ICAC) and theU.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Assistant United
States Attorney Michael S. Lahr prosecuted the case.

This casewas brought as part of Project Safe Childhood. In February 2006, the Department
of Justicelaunched Project Safe Childhood, anationwideinitiative designed to protect childrenfrom
online exploitation and abuse. Led by the United States Attorneys’ Offices, Project Safe Childhood
marshalsfederal, stateandlocal resourcesto better ocate, apprehend, and prosecuteindividual swho
exploit children viathe Internet, aswell asidentify and rescue victims. For moreinformation about
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov/.
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